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Gray’s Inn, Fed. 2, 1754. 


Haud facilé emergunt, quorum virtutibus obftat 
Res angufta domi ——— Juv. 


Maxima debetur puera Reverentia. Juv. 


. 
# mulated the very large Fortune, which 


Ne Sy t y), 
“. a Ay Mh ed he is fuppofed to be poffeffed of, that he 
i Me Ree had more Difficulty in acquiring the firft 
NS Oe ‘Three Thoufand Pounds, than all the 
RE CWO PRNg Reft of his immoderate Wealth. This 
Apothegm may be faid to comprize the whole Arcanum of 
rifing in the World, but as not one of the Acepts in the 
Science has thought proper to difcover the fecret Art of put- 
ting this Rule in Praétice, it is to be apprehended, the indi- 
gent 
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gent will find as many Difficulties as ever to retard their Pro- 
grefs, and hinder them from emerging out of their Embarraff- 
ments, The Author of my Motto has obferved, many Ages 
fince, that the moft exalted Virtues and the rareft Accom. 
plifhments do not find it eafy to extricate themfelves out of 
Difficulties ; and the Courfe of human Contingencies has proved 
the Maxim true to this Day. 


TuHere is perhaps hardly any Man, but can point Sut in 
the Circle of his “Acquaintance certain Perfonages of very 
extenfive Capacities, ftrong and quick Parts, and a delicate 
Senfe of Honour, who are not however able to raile themfelves 
to any confpicuous Point of Eminence, merely becaufe their 
Talents have not been called forth by Opportunity, or ani- 
mated by Succefs. Genius wherever it fubfifts, muft be warm- 
ed and cherifhed, otherwife it is apt to languify and decay; 
the fine Senfations, which are attendant on an eulightened Un- 
derftanding, occafion a certain Delicacy in the Pofieffor’s Way 
of thinking, which renders him liable to a Dejection of Spirits 
upon many Occafions in Life. Refined Parts thould be ten- 
derly preferved, or they are liable to be chilled -by the Blafts of 
Adverfity; like thofe Fruits, which would wither unripened 
in our cold northern Clime, were they not careiliy affifted 
in their Vegetation by the adventitious Ufe of hot Beds. The 
Stage is perhaps the only Source of real Encouragement to a 
Man of Genius; and indeed it may be truly faid that the Players 
contribute more to the Promotion of Letters than all our 
Nobility put together. Qed non dant proceres, dabit Hiftric, {ays 
Yuvenal with his ufual Acrimony, and if the excellent Imitator 
of his fecond Satyr fhould think proper to favour the Public 
with any more Performances of the fame Nature, he willnot have 
Reafon from the Generofity of the prefent Age to abate any 
Thing from the Severity of the Remark; on the contrary 
he may point it with all the witty Malice of a Friend to the 


Caufe of Letters. 


Tue Circumftance, which in my Opinion reflects the greateft 
Luftre upon the Character of Lord Sommers, is the Encou- 
ragement he afforded to fuch a Genius as Mr. Addifon, who 
might have remained in a lefs confpicuous Point of View 
without the Affiftance of fuch a Patron. His Vein of Hu- 
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mour, which is now the genteeleft in the World,’ might have 
taken a Tin¢ture from low Life; his delicate Raillery might 
have fubfided into coarfe and vulgar Railing; His Tafte, 
which was finifhed by Travel and every other Advantage, 
might have growr quite callous and indelicate: for his Sen- 
timents of Morality might have been fubftituted a Strain 
of Ribaldry, to awaken. the Bluth of Confufion in that fe- 
male Face, which, as Matters happened, he took fo much Pains 
to fet off in the Smiles of native Innocence and unaffected 
Beauty; and that Pen, which entertained the Town in the 
moft elegant Productions of human Wit, might have fub- 
fided into Politics, perfonal Invective, and Party-rage. He 
would, perhaps, like his Friend Steel, have compofed a Crifis, 
and fallen a Sacrifice to the irefiftible Genius of Swift; or, as 
we do not perceive that his Friendfhip to Pope was extremely 
fincere, he might have merited a Place in the Dunciad, among 
the many Scriblers, who are likely to figure in that Poem 
to all Pofterity. But the kindly Proteétion of the Lord Som- 
mers hindered hiny from finking into Obfcurity, and from being 
compelled by Neceffity to fully that fair Fame, which. is: now 
the Reward of his excellent Performances. The Affiftance 
of fo eminent a Perfon was a.Kind of Demand upon him, 
for all that elaborate Elegance, which now diftinguifhes itfelf 
in his Writings. 


He from the Tafte abfcene refines our Youth, 
And fets the Paffions on the Side of Truth, 
Pore. 


Ir has been the Fate of many, endowed perhaps with Parts 
not very inferior to Addifon, to droop in Indigence, their Poetic 
Fires totally extinguifhed, and I make no Manner of Doubt, 
but in the prefent Age, there are thofe who might become 
fhining Ornaments of the Republic of Letters, were there 
any Incitement to fpur the Mufes Stced. Buta Treatife on 
Cribidge, or a Calculation of the Chances at Whift, is fure 
of being better received at prefent, than fuch a Performance 
as the Analvfis of Beauty, or any other Work of diftinguifhed 
Genius. While a Smart fubfifts among us, I cannot help 
thinking it an indelible Reproach to the Age, that he has 
rot any where found a Mecwzas, and that he is fuffered to draw 
his Pen in the Praifes of his Maker, without receiving any 
other Reward, than a {mall Premium at Camériage, and that 
Portion of Fame, which, in Spight of Malice and Envy, he 
will be always fure to enjoy. 

Wit, 
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Wit, according to the prefent Fafhion among the opulent, 
is rather an Object of Ridicule than an Accomplifhment de- 
ferving Encouragement and Efteem. I have fome where feen 
ic remarked, that every rich Man has a peculiar Manner of 
of Joking; perhaps their Affuence throws an imaginary Glare 
of Light around every Thing they fay or do. With thefe 

"pecuniary Men of Humour, it is obfervable that the Narrow- 
nefgs of Fortune, in which moft of the literary Tribe are fitua- 
ted, is a ftanding Topic of Pleafantry, and the fevereft and 
moft diverting Thing they can fay of a Man is, that ‘* be isa 
Poet.” The witty Doctor Young has ridiculed this Cufto:n with 
his ufual Delicacy. _ ) 


Theft, when their utmoft Venom they would fpit, 
Moft barbaroufly tell you—* he’s a Wit.” 


Poor Negroes thus to foew their burning Spite, 
To Caccdamon’s fay, they’re Dev’ lit White. 


Tuere is hardly any Thing more affecting to a Man of 
real Merit, thanto find himfelf {corn’d by the Infolence of Purfe- 
pride: But People of Affluence fhould confider when they attempt 
to depreciate Men of fuperior Parts, that they betray an un- 
manly Triumph’over thofe, who have ftill their Fortune to 
make. The World in general is apt to form an Idea of 
a Man, at the.Time he is leaft able to make a proper Judg- 
ment for himfelf; and from thence it refults that we find fome 
utterly ruined by flight Errors, trivial Indifcretions, and pet- 
ty Inadvertencies, while others owe their Elevation to Vices, | 
to headftrong Paffions, dnd a Series of felffh Views, which 
ate, for the greater Part, more fuccefsful, than Modefty, a 
fober: Underftanding, and a Spirit above abject Flattery and 
meao “Submiffion. 


Tuey, who fitfmiling at the Goal of Fortune, while others 
are running the hardy Courfe, fhould refleét, that it is pof- 
fible for a young Man by Perfeverance and unremitted Ap- 
plication, to reach the very Point, in which they take fo 
much Pride; and then it 1s evident on which: Side the Su- 
periority will be found. A well turned Spirit, with the Ad- 
vantages of a genteel Education and a competent Knowledge 
of the World, muft certainly receive additional Luftre from 
an Acceffion of Wealth, and the Accomplifhments of fuch a 
one will in their Turn adorn and émbellifh Affluence. On 

| this 
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this Account Fuvencl’s Maxim is without Difpute, highly 
jut, a great Refpeét, fays he, is due to Youth. The Prac- 
tice of this Obiervation I would recommend to all Parents, 
Uncles, Guardians, and all Ranks of People, who have any 
Concern in the Education of the rifing Generation; as it 
is to be apprehended that they frequently, by too much 
Precipitance in their Conduct, drive them to Extremes, which 
a little Indulgence might prevent, and by which they mighc 


become valuable Members of Society. 
Zz. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE, 
From my Regifter-Office, Feb. 25 1754. 

N my Rambles through this Metropolis, Iam always attentive to eve- 

ty Obje& that offers irfelfto View; I frequently meet a Poet fcan- 
ning a Verfe in a Crowd; an Under-actor repeating Réchard or King 
Lear; a Templir meditating on the Laws of the Stage; a Merchant 
heedlefs of what Mails are come in, and chicfly follicitous to know 
what literary Performance is coming out; and, in fhort, I have daily 
Opportunities of obferving the prepofterous Abfurdities of human Life. 
Befides remarking thefe common Occurrences, I am likewéfe particu- 
Jar fond of going in to fee the various Curiofities, which are conftant- 
ly tempting the Inhabitants of the Cities of London and Weftmintter ; 
1 have feen the Fire-Eater, the Porcupine, the Hyena, the Taileft Wo- 
man in the World, and every Sight that can be mentioned. A few 
Days fince my Adimiration was greatly excited by a Reprefentation, which 
is perfectly new in its Way. I was drawn to it by a Peculicrity of 
Stile in the Bill, which they have diftributed about Town. I fhall 
give it to my Readers at prefent, and I will only add that it is high- 
ly worth the Perufal of our modern Playhoufe Critics, as it may ferve 
as a Form of Panegyric for them, wheaever they think proper to ce- 
lebrate a new Performer on the Stage; and particulary I would re- 
commend it to the notable Writer of a Letter to Mifs Noffiter, as 1 
apprehend it to be very much in his Manner. 

Fuft arrived from ITALY, 
The ARTIFICIAL AVIARY. 

To be feen at two Shillings and Sixpence each Perfon; any Hour 
of the Day (Sundays excepted) at the Black Peruke oppofite the Mews 
at Charing Crof;. 

Being the Reprefentation of two Singing Birds, viz a Canary-Bird 
. and a Bull Finch- 
Perch’d in a Magnificent Cage ; 

They perform either feparately or together; pour forth a great Va- 
tiety of Tones, in fo melodious and delightful a Manner, as to fur- 
prize and captivate the Hearers, beyond what is poffible to imagine; 

nor 






























































: 3S. 
es EEE ES 


a 
a aia 


ee pe 


m4 THEGRAYsINN JOURNAL. Novso, 


nor do they lefs delight the Eye, than the Ear, by their beautiful] 
and natural Figures; and keeping juft Time to their Mufic, by the 
due Heavings of their Breafts, the Workings of their Bills, and every 
Attitude that mimicks Life, as if they were equally ravifhed themfelves 
with the Pleafure they give the Company. 

N. .B. They have been feen by his Royal Highnefs the Prinee of Wales, 
by. the Princefs Dowager of Wales, and by the young Prince and 
Princefles ; who were charmed with the Beauty, Harmony, and Con- 
trivance of thefe admirable Pieces of Art. 


Bedford Coffee-Houfe, Feb. 1 
The new Genius mentioned in our laft has not appeared here fines, 
a rare Inftance of Modefty in a Scribler! Since that an ingenious Gi 
tleman has introduced a new Invention, called a poetical Quadrant, 
by which a Critic may take an Obfervation of the Altitude of mo- 
dern Wit. The fame Perfon has alfo a Microfcope, to difcover the 
Merit of the faid Wits; and it is confidently reported that the Jrif 


_ Society have order’d four hundred of each Sort, for the Ufe of the 


Country Farmers, who are grown of late extreamly fond of Poeti¢al 


Compofitions. 
Covent-Garden, Jan. 26. 
This Day a new Tragedy, entitled Con/tantine the Great, was read 
here to the Actors for the firit Time. This Piece is written by the 
reverend Mr. Francis,. from whofe valuable Tranflation of Horace it 
may be inferr’d that he is fuch a Judge of all the Graces of Lan- 
guage and every beautiful Turn in Writing, that it is not to be 


doubted, but he will give the Public a Produétion abounding in Ele- 


gancies, as well as Paflages to feize the Paffions of an Audience, agree- 
bly to the Precept of his Mafter, 


Nec fatis eft pulchra effe Poemata ; dulcia funto, 
Et quocunque valent animum auditoris agunto. 
Drury. Lane Feb. 1, 1754. 
King Fobn has been aéted here with great Applaufe, and the Baf- 
‘tard artfully reprefented by Mr. Garrick. The mixed Qualities in 
that Character, viz. “His pointed Humour, and his dauntle efs Spirit 
make a pleafing Contraft-in the Performance. The Speech upon Com- 


" modity, which is perhaps the moft difficult in any Play, is by this Actor con- 


vey’d with fuch Humour and fuch a Vivacity of Intelligence, that a 
fkilful Hearer muft think it an Addition to his great theatric Merit. 

The Comedy of the Recruiting Officer is to be revived: at this Houfe 
next week, in which Mr. Foote will play Captain Brazen, and Mifs 
“Macklin the Part of Sylvia, by which Means thofe who are inclined 
to fee that promifing young Adtrefs at her Benefit, will be amply repaid, for 
their Generofity, by the Pleafure they are likely to receive. 


A Letter figned X. TEMPLE came to Hand relating to Mrs Gregory, 
the new Arefs ; but as fhe has by the Force of her Genius, recommended 
herfelf to the public Notice, Mr. Ranger thinks it unneceffary to take any 
further Notice of that Affair, and hopes the Writer of the Letter will ex- 
cufe his not inferting it. 





——. 
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